The surgical management of intra-abdominal inflammatory conditions during pregnancy.
The timely diagnosis and treatment of intra-abdominal conditions during pregnancy can challenge the surgical consultant. Familiarity with the anatomic and physiologic changes present in normal pregnancy is essential, as is the knowledge of relative risk by trimester. The general surgeon will be called upon to diagnose and treat appendicitis, biliary tract disease (including pancreatitis), and liver disease. Knowledge of how these conditions become manifest is essential. The surgical consultant should be aware that virtually all complications that occur in the management of these conditions are caused by delay in the detection of the disease process.